
Order of Worship
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 19, 2021
11 a.m.

Preparation
 

Prelude                                           “Blessed Assurance”              arr. Duane Funderburk

Words of Welcome                                                       The Reverend Anna Dickson

Chiming of the Trinity

Adoration

*Call to Worship (from Psalm 1)                                                            
 One: Like trees planted by streams of water, we come into God’s presence, so   
           that we might flourish and bear fruit. 
 All:    With joy, let us worship God.

Once a month,
 the congregations of First Presbyterian and First United Presbyterian Churches

 will be worshipping together.  
Many years ago, our churches shared a history as one congregation

 before our ties were broken by racism and sin. 
Years later, we rejoice that we can participate in Christ’s ministry of reconciliation

 as we bear witness to God’s faithfulness and grace.



*Hymn No. 12                        “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”                                  st. denio



The 11 a.m. service is 
televised over WAXN-TV, 
Channel 64 this morning 
and streamed live at
www.firstpres-charlotte.org 
and on Facebook Live.

We are grateful to our guest 
musicians: Jane Hart Brendl, 
violin; Brenda Casciani, 
oboe; and John Mooney, 
cello, for sharing their 
musical gifts with us today.

Walter is the son of Jennifer 
and Mark Ethridge.
 
The Elder assisting with the 
baptism today is Jane Ives.

The sacrament of baptism 
is administered by the Rev. 
Mary Margaret Porter.

We believe that God put the 
wiggle in children, and all 
are welcome in worship 
regardless of their ability to 
sit still.  

For our youngest members 
(birth to two years old), the 
nursery is available in room 
P311.

The flowers are given to 
the glory of God and in 
loving memory of Dr. Alex 
Alexander and Dr. and 
Mrs. A.J. Alexander by Jean 
Gilcrest.

Confession

Call to Confession                                                               FUPC Elder Donna Fair
Gracious God, forgive our foolishness,
For we have sought our own glory at the expense of our neighbors’ well-being, 
and stirred up conflict where we’ve been called to bring peace.
Give us grace to live as you taught us, 
that our lives might be characterized by a gentleness born of wisdom, 
and a humility that reflects Christ’s own heart. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon 
 One:  Friends, believe the good news.
 All:    In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
 
*Response (Hymn  No. 581)                                                                                         gloria patri  
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
 beginning,  is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.
 

Sacrament of Baptism

Sacrament of Baptism                                                                  Walter Furbee Ethridge 
*Apostles’ Creed
  I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ  
 his only Son our Lord: who was  conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the  Virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;  
 the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into  heaven, and sitteth on  
 the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall  come to judge the  
 quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy  Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the 
 communion of saints; the forgiveness of  sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life  
 everlasting. Amen.

Children ages three through first grade may leave for First Church. They will return to the 
sanctuary during the last hymn. Older children are encouraged to stay and worship with 
their families.

Proclamation   

Prayer for Illumination

Anthem                                         “Be Thou My Vision”                     arr. Heather Sorenson
 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart.  Naught be all else to me save that thou art.   
 Thou my best thought by day or by night; waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.  
 Riches I need not, nor vain, empty praise.  Thou mine inheritance, now and always,  
 thou and thou only, the first in my heart.  Blessed redeemer, my treasure thou art!   
 High King of heaven, my victory won!  May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s  
 Sun! Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still  be my vision.  Still be my light.   
 Shine in the night.  Still be my vision, O ruler of all.  Be thou my light when I walk  
 through the night.        



Scripture                                                James 3:13 - 4:3, 7a
 Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done with gentleness   
 born of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the  
 truth. Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For where there is envy  
 and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom from above is first  
 pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or   
 hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.

 Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from your cravings that are  
 at war within you? You want something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet something and  
 cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do  
 not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. Submit yourselves   
 therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.   

Sermon                                                      “The Marks of Wisdom”                        The Reverend Anna Dickson



*Hymn No. 306                                     “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”                                                                   dennis
           



Response

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer                                                          The Reverend Robert Galloway                                
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Stewardship of Life                                                                      
     

Offertory Anthem                                                    “The Gift of Love”                                                                arr. Hal Hopson  
 Though I may speak with bravest fire, and have the gift to all inspire, and have not love; my words are vain, as 
 sounding brass and hopeless gain. Though I may give all I possess, and striving so my love profess, but not be giv’n by   
 love within, the profit soon turns strangely thin. Come, spirit, come, our hearts control. Our spirits long to be made   
 whole. Let inward love guide every deed. By this we worship and are freed. Amen.

*Doxology  (Hymn No. 606)                                                                                                            old hundredth  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all creatures here below; Praise him above, ye heavenly 
host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*Prayer of Dedication



Sending Forth

*Hymn No. 839                                   “Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine!”                                              assurance



*Benediction
       
*Benediction Response                                        “Amen”                                                                            danish

Postlude                                                            Trumpet Tune in D                                               David N. Johnson



We are glad you are 
worshipping with us 

today! 

We welcome all to 
First Presbyterian Church 

as we worship together, 
knowing that each of us is a 
beloved part of the body of 

Christ. 
 

Our Pastors
Pendleton B. Peery

 Senior Pastor
ppeery@firstpres-charlotte.org

Anna R. Dickson
Associate Pastor for Congregational 

Care
adickson@firstpres-charlotte.org

Robert L. Galloway
Associate Pastor for Christian
 Formation and Young Adults

rgalloway@firstpres-charlotte.org

Mary Margaret Porter
Parish Associate

mporter@firstpres-charlotte.org

Charles C. Williamson
Parish Associate

cwilliamson@firstpres-charlotte.org

__________
William P. Young, III
Director of Music Ministries

wyoung@firstpres-charlotte.org

Are you interested in 
joining our church?

Contact Jane Ives
Membership Coordinator

jives@firstpres-charlotte.org

Pastor on call
If you have a pastoral emergency 
outside of regular church hours, 
dial 704.927.0256 for the on-call 

voicemail. Your call will be 
returned promptly.

200 West Trade Street 
 Charlotte, NC  28202

www.firstpres-charlotte.org 
704.332.5123

Sunday School for All Ages Resumes, September 19,  10 a.m., locations below
Birth - 2 years old, Nursery, room P311 (open from 9:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.) 
3 - 4 years old, room 307
K - 2nd grade, room P306B
3rd - 5th grade, room P306
Middle School Youth, room P301
High School Youth, room P321
Adult Class, Exploring the Bible, room S203
Adult Class, Seeking Shalom, hybrid, room P206 & Zoom | Register at
bit.ly/FPCFormation2021. 

Bible & Beverage Men’s Group, September 21, 8 p.m., Legion Brewing South Park
All men are invited to join the Rev. Pen Peery for fellowship and discussion. Bring a 
friend, neighbor, or colleague. The group meets on the third Tuesday of the month at 
Legion Brewing. | Questions? Email tgaspar@firstpres-charlotte.org.

Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering , Sunday, September 26, 2 p.m, Weddington
All are welcome for an afternoon of food and fellowship at Sara Pressly’s farm. There 
is no cost, however, registration is required by September 22. |  Questions? Email 
lindahenley0517@gmail.com. Register at bit.ly/2021pwfall. 

FPC Racial History, October 3,  6 p.m., Wood Fellowship Hall Overflow 
Learn about research done by FPC’s Racial Justice Task Force as it searched church 
records for details of 1820-1972.  | Questions? Email gkeesler@firstpres-charlotte.org.  
Register at bit.ly/racialhistory.

Plowshares Book Discussion, October 7, 6:30 p.m., Zoom 
Join to discuss Decolonizing Wealth:  Indigenous Wisdom to Heal Divides and Restore 
Balance by Edgar Villanueva. Books are available for purchase after church every Sunday 
through October 3. | Register at bit.ly/PlowsharesDecolonizing.

Tutor a Student In Need 
FPC partners with three tutoring organizations - Augustine Literacy Project, Heart 
Math Tutoring, and HELPS Fluency Tutoring - who consistently help students achieve 
gains in math and literacy. | For more information or to volunteer, email 
hherring@firstpres-charlotte.org.

Thank you for your continued support. For those who are not worshipping in person, we 
encourage you to give by text, online at www.firstpres-charlotte.org, or by mailing a 
check to 200 W. Trade Street, Charlotte, NC, 28202. Your gift will support the ministry 
and mission of First Presbyterian Church.

First Presbyterian Church Announcements

TEXT GIVING – You can quickly donate to the church through TEXT GIVING. See 
the example below.

•	 Text to 73256 
•	 Content of the text needs to be – 

givetofpc followed by a  
$ and the dollar amount. 

•	 You will be prompted to enter 
your payment information. 

•	 You will receive an email receipt 
of payment.



First United Presbyterian Church Announcements
Ministry Unit meetings will take place today at 12:30 p.m. via Zoom.  Please check weekly email 
blast for Zoom details or call you shepherds.  

We are searching for life group facilitators.  If you feel called to lead or establish a life group please 
inform Elder Daphne Williams by email at daphne_williams08@yahoo.com. 

Singles Life Group kick-off meeting will be September 30 at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom.  We invite single 
disciples who are wrestling with the challenges and/or joys of singleness to join.  Meeting ID: 820 
2556 3267, Passcode: 509778.

Marriage Monday kick-off meeting will be October 4 at 7 p.m.  We invite all married couples and 
those soon to be married to participate. Meeting ID: 883 6275 8366, Passcode: 597048.


