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Our text today comes from John 2:13-22. Just before this esuth his
disciples at the wedding feast in Cana, turning waterwnne as a sign of God’s
abundance. But now, we gain a very different kind ahg$e into the character of
Christ. Here he is at the temple in Jerusalem ansl Very angry.

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus wenienpsalem. In the temple
he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and theyrobangers seated at their
tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them duh® temple, both the sheep and
the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the mehapgers and overturned their
tables. He told those who were selling the doves, “Tladset things out of here! Stop
making my Father’s house a marketplace!” His discipg@sembered that it was written,
“Zeal for your house will consume me.” The Jews thaid to him, “What sign can you
show us for doing this?” Jesus answered them, “Degtisyémple, and in three days |
will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “This temple hasn under construction for forty-
six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” Butvas speaking of the temple of his
body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciesembered that he had said this;
and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesuspbédn.”
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Not the image of Jesus that we are accustomed to, i8itien we think of Jesus
the images that come to mind tend to be pretty well saditimaybe even a little
airbrushed. There’s the laughing Jesus- head thrown backy wéée teeth exposed.
Praying Jesus kneeling at a rock with a shaft of ligktading around him. Jesus the
good shepherd carrying a lamb over his shoulders. Jesuog aitthe table flanked by
disciples. Jesus walking across the waters perhapsflappeng in the wind. And, of
course, Jesus with the little children. These argaad and well.

But not exhaustive if we're thinking of what Jesus mustHaoked like as he walked
through this world. Certainly the image of Jesus thptabably least likely to be one
that we call upon when we are seeking solace or encauesngdor our lives of faith is
the one that we see today. Angry Jesus. Jesus Withahip, clenched teeth, and fire
in his eyes as he goes after the people and clearseonmain hall of this massive temple.
Jesus screaming and flailing his arms and making a huge fhtbgsgys. Jesus
surrounded by wary onlookers and shocked disciples wonderiagimvthe world to do
next. Jesus, looking like some sort of enraged, huppée animal with the cops- the
temple priests- looking on with grave disapproval wondgras they express here, just
who in the world this guy thinks he is disrupting the businés$se temple on one of its
biggest holidays of the year, and murmuring that perhapsysstould be found to put
him out of his misery.

This is one of the few stories recorded in all ofgbspels. John places it right
after the wedding feast, as we said- putting a story ahewtbundance and new life
available in God through Christ right up next to a sadbgut Christ turning tables- this
new life is a big threat to the existing order- that mimhn wants to make perfectly clear
right from the get go. And so we see this story irptda2 of the gospel.

The other gospels place this toward the end of they,dftough. And you can certainly
see why. This story bumps right up next to the storp@ttiumphal entry, the passion,
the crucifixion- it paves the way for Christ’s suffeg with the discontent it stirs up
within the powers that be. But John wants us to knght up front that this is a part of
Jesus that just isn’t going to go away.

The scripture gives us a little insight into what attl@afew people were thinking
about the whole matter, “His disciples remembereditiveas written, “Zeal for your
house will consume me.” What they were thinking ninaste been driving him was the
same zeal written about in the songs and prayers ¢fébheesws. Most specifically, in
what is recorded for us as Psalm 69 that reads, in [@@ve“me, O God, for the waters
have come up to my neck. | am worn out calling for h&y. eyes fail, looking for my
God. Those who hate me without reason outnumberding &f my head; may those
who hope in you not be disgraced because of me. Falurescorn for your sake, and
shame covers my face. | am a stranger to my brotaeralien to my own mother’s sons;
for the zeal of your house consumes me. Do not hidefgoarfrom your servant;
answer me quickly, for I am in trouble.”

What the disciples identified him with was the zeahe Enthusiasm. The fervor
for the Lord and the way it was to be in his househe“zeal of the Lord’s house



consumes me.” The psalmist says. Essentially, salyaidhe is a nut for God- causing
him to be shunned and worse. He’s zealous. A ze&lw.connotation is not altogether
positive and, as you can see, the rewards not alway®ab ggomeone whose
enthusiasm gets in the way of reason and cloudsjtidgiement. Whose excitement
does not lend itself to temperance or moderation. Soeneto has simply had it with
the status quo because they believe that what they@ag of is actually so much greater
than could ever be contained in a mere institution. Suashthe case, the disciples
seemed to believe, with Jesus. They remembered resmhmgwhere that such zeal
could be all consuming. And now their teacher was tgrtables. It would appear they
were right.

It's not that what was taking place in the temple s@sinusual. Buying and
selling livestock was big business in the temple. Pilggarse from all over to make
sacrifices- particularly during such a holy feast as@assand so rather than travel with
the animals they would buy animals there not only abttiey could participate in the
feast but in worship. They would also want to pay tidesvas required of them but the
money they brought from all over the empire was ©oepted in the temple- it bore the
image of Ceasar with an inscription claiming that he avgsd.

So not unlike in the way that you might change over yourency from US dollars to
gourdes, say, if you traveled to Haiti, or the Euro abreagiou also had to exchange
your worldly money for special temple money that wagposed to be better suited to
God. But, of course, abuses occurred.

Slip in a small exchange rate for the funds. Hike upptiee of doves one year
than possibly cattle the next. But what John seermadgest made Christ so zealous was
not his anger over the excesses but his authority.ndtf that the things that the people
were doing were wrong, it’s that they didn’t need talbang them at all. Here all of the
trading, the money changing, the market had been set apilitate worship. But now
that Christ was here, rather than drawing the peopsecto God, they actually pulled
them farther away by promoting and profiting from the itted these things were
essential in order to be near to the divine. Whenanhtfey were not. What was once
essential had become extraneous. And as proof, andtie alay on words Jesus said,
this temple would be torn down and raised back up on tieedhy. Only the power of
God would be revealed not in the temple of brick and maburiain his body. Jesus’
body will, actually, become the temple because hedifmsll be the ultimate sacrifice.
And when he is raised, the purpose of the temple willds®mplished- the sins of the
people will be forgiven. So forget the other stuffshgs. Put your energy and
investment toward the temple where God’s kingdom willlyeaign. Put it, he says, in
me.

| met with our catechism class this past Sunday- a grofquah graders who are
learning all about our faith by studying the Child’s Catechiamuide that basically goes
through all the essentials like what is sin, what &gr what is the trinity. They learn
some sophisticated things, including what is justificaiad sanctification, and the
decalogue (incidentally, it's the 10 commandments- whiely tan name in order) and
so forth. What amazes me every year is not onlKitde& capacity to memorize 148



guestions and answers about our faith, but to really inteenahat those answers mean
and incorporate them into how they think about faithlded Well, | asked one little boy
what was something that he learned about that he fslteadly interesting in catechism
this year and he quickly piped up, “the tabernacle!” $ veally taken aback. Needless
to say, | would have guessed that a fourth grader would hawd faenty of parts of our
faith to be far more interesting than our distant nedatthe ancient Hebraic temple
system.

What about it? | asked. “Well, | like how in the tdenthere was a curtain that
separated the people from what they called the holidstlefs- where God was
supposed to live. And when Jesus died the curtain tor@finaimd that meant that when
he died he destroyed all the things that stand betwegretpe and God forever. So we
don’t ever have to be afraid of being separated from éven when we sin.”

| was floored. Not only because his answer was so ifdgecomplex for a fourth
grader, but because what had stood out as most interesting was actually what is
most essential about our faith. That Jesus lived andalienove every obstacle that
stands between us and our God forever. The story he redoakies place, obviously, in
the gospels too. It is another example of what wae eaassential for the life of faith- a
boundary for the many being negotiated by the few- beingloesvn by Christ. A
Christ that demands that we strip away the exces3ast out the distractions. Disregard
the money that is falling to the floor, or the commigitbeing driven out of the outer
courts of the market. It is the Christ who rips apiaetveil of sin that obstructs our view
of God and his embrace of us so that we no longer neeibspacrifices to reach him, or
special people to speak to him on our behalf, but in Cheigt hll access all the time.
Because he is the temple, and he is the sacrifibe.sacrifice is made once and for all,
and when we live in him we iare always standing abtttae face to face with the
almighty, and invited to worship. And all because of theensity of God’s love for us.
Love that Jesus embodied. Love that would have hinmedaand shunned and beaten
and killed. Because in his zeal he did not want anji@people to be left out of the gift
of knowing the Lord.

There is something about Lent that challenges us to purgeeassgything but
the essential. To get down to what really matt&is. not reject those sanitized images
of Jesus that we carry with us, but to put them irctheext of the whole so that we
don't evade and overlook the demanding parts of Jesuscofeting ones. The ones
we don't like to face, that ask something of us, that eraba us. Because Lent really is
a bit of an embarrassment. When we are challengettaim the authority of Christ
when he looks like an ordinary guy. Or to stand besidealsifollowers when he seems
to be on a rampage to overthrow all that we thought ixed about life, our church, our
society and salvation. To point to the sovereignt§ofl even when we are suffering
with him. To say that, even though he might not lokdé much- riding in to town on a
donkey, refusing to save even himself from betrayal amdwowe do proclaim him as
Lord. And yes, this God sometimes draws attention todlimasd to us in ways that we
really wish he wouldn’t. But he does. And ultimgitele need him to as does the world.
A commitment to such a God can make us sound a littleze#&bo. It might have



people wondering. But who knows, perhaps we need more Redtaps we could use to
live out of a little more enthusiasm for life and pisssibilities over reason. And
excitement about the potential of our spiritual liveseathan being so moderate with

our devotion. | would venture to say there are inequitieour status quo that could use
to be overturned by some zeal. And new pathways thrdwegkingdom to be forged
when we stop relying on institutions to always set tlee gar our future, and instead try
and keep up with the call of God. Lent is the call toaesthe obstacles that we heap up
between ourselves and the altar of God’s love withinArsd when we do so, we may be
surprised by just how Christ like- and | do mean like&{Christ- we can be. And the
world really does need it all. Amen.



