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Scripture: Luke 12: 35-48
Text: “From everyone to whom much has been given, much will be required, and to those to

whom much has been entrusted, even more will be entrusted.”
Luke 12:48

This may come as a shock, but | love thistext. | would venture to make a guess that
many of you here this morning knew the end of this passage — Jesus' word that to those whom
much has been given, much will be required. What everyone forgets is what comesjust before
this— avery clear and powerful, downright disturbing to some degree, parable about what
happens when you have been given ajob to do by the master of the universe and you have done
nothing.

Since you have dl heard the, “we make Jesus too nice in the modern world sermon,”
before, and since | have ddivered it atime or two, I'll not go down that road except to say that
we have tried until we are blue in the face in the church to make Jesus nicer than he probably
was. Did Jesus love everybody? Y es— without adoubt. Did he most likely receive a high mark
in his“Tough Love 101" class, the class where you are taught to love someone enough to tell
them the truth? | think he got the highest scorein higtory.

What we have herein Luke 12 isone of Jesus tough love sermons. Peter feds it coming
doesn't he? Do you remember the time when your mom and dad sat the family down, or the
grandparents got al the cousins together to talk about an issue, and one of the older kids said,
“Mom isthisfor everybody or just the little kids in the house?” They asked the question because




they knew it wasn't going to be good news, and if it were good news it would be news that acted
and tasted like cough syrup. Yes, Peter seesit coming, “Lord, isthisfor us or everybody?’

| remember when one of my relatives would speak this way, and they would never
answer the question. They would just keep on talking, asif to say that if it isimportant enough
to say then it ought to be heard by everyone. But everyone hereis actudly a pretty specific
whole. Namdly, thisis a parable for and about the church.

In this parable, Jesusis the master. The church isthe dave. And as the head of the
church, the owner of the ranch, Jesus hasit in hismind that his charges are going to do their
parts, each and every one of us. In fact, Jesus ends the whole parable, the whole discourse with
the powerful ideathat he intends to enforce a standard of review that will demand we givein
proportion to how we have received. What we have here in these words of Jesusis, in amost
fascinating way, invitation and warning a the sametime.

Thisistypica of Luke's Jesus. Jesus, in Luke, isaprophet who cdls hisfollowersto life
in the prophetic key — with dl the hazards and pitfals that such alife might entail. Luke
Timothy Johnson, a New Testament scholar in Atlanta, writes these words in his introduction to
Luke' sgospd: “In Luke, Jesus cdls his followers to a participation in his own prophetic
minigry. They, like him, must be willing to face the suffering that such boldness in word and
deed involves!

It is, after dl, hard to be a prophet. Hard to tell the truth that needsto betold. Prophecy
has less to do with predicting the future than it has to do with describing a need in the world, and
professing that God will somehow meset that need. And then, guaranteeing God' s participation
on faith and faith done. That's what Jesus does here. Invites usinto the ministry while saying
that on faith, he is coming back just as amaster will return after aperiod of absence. And, just
like amagter does, he will leave his daves, his servants, in charge while he is gone.

What does that mean then? What isit that you and | are supposed to be doing while we
are“in charge?” From where | stand, it seems that the church has two main tasks that have
thousands of manifestations and hundreds of moving parts. Thefirst task isthet we are to be
doers of Jesus mission — love for neighbor, care for the poor and marginaized, standing for
justice. The second isthat we are to be keepers of and witnessesto Hisfaith — the faith of Jesus
and the faith about Jesus.

So, we must ask ourselves whether or not we fed like we are doing agood job of
watching the place while the magter of the house isgone. Wéll, for darters, let’s admit that
having some control and being in chargeis atricky task to pull off. | remember very well when
the teacher would have to leave the classroom for afew moments back in eementary school. In
south Missssppi the teachers usudly picked one of aout three girlsin my classto be“in
charge’ while shewas gone. The “in charge’ person’s job was basicdly to take names and make
surewe didn’t get too loud. Well, it was only a matter of time before the other boysand |
collectively discovered that, if we were al bad at once, it would be too much for the “in charge”’

! Luke Timothy Johnson. “Living Jesus.” Page 175
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girl to process. While she was writing down one name, three or four more of us could be doing
something else that we weren't suppose to be doing. If everybody started talking al at once then
the “in charge’ girl couldn’t possibly get the room quiet. It was agame that turned into an
untenable Stuation — a Stuation where the whole ended up punished. Punished, it turned out,
because the task was too large for only one to carry out and the expectations were unredistic that
one little girl could have kept apack of wolveslike usin line.

The church, | am afraid, isalittlelike that. We have been given ahuge job by Jesus, just
like that little girl back in school. And he has Ieft us completely in charge to sdf-police
ourselvesto agreat degree— judt like that little girl. Thejob ishard. So isthe sdf-palicing.

And hereiswhere | want to focus our attention and give, in thisfina Sunday Sermon, a
report card about usin afew brief atements. Asaservice church, | am proud to say, First
Presbyterian isin good stead. While | do not want to spesk for Jesus asthough | am his officid
spokesperson, on the mission side, | would say that he iswell pleased with our work here, and
indeed with most of the Presbyterian Church.

On the faith 9de, though, | wonder what he thinks of us. Scripture and the Reformed
Tradition have been univocd in their admonition that the grace of God is experienced in our faith
—fathin JesusasLord. We are not joined from east to west and north to south by language, or
gender, or palitics, or perspective. We are joined by faith. Thisisour common bond. Faith, asa
gift of grace, isthe grestest gift of al and thefirst and find requirement of the church —
membership, participation, the whole thing. When Jesus said he was the Alphaand Omega, he
was not just talking about the beginning and end of time. He was declaring that he was dso the
beginning and the ending, smultaneoudy of our faith. The church’s one foundation, the hymn
declares, is Jesus Christ her Lord, and it says this with good reason.

Let me seeif | can put this another way. When people ask you about your church, what
do you tell them? Do you tell them about the kind of things that we do: children’s minigtry,
mission trips, outreach, Habitat, Bible Study? Or, whenthey ask you about your church, do you
tell them about what we believe, how we worship and why we worship in such away, what
Chrigtians think about heaven, what we say about Sin and forgiveness, why we believe that
something sacred happens in the washing of the waters of baptism and in the serving of the bread
and cup?

Our faith in Jesus Chrigt isa gift, and it has been given to you and me. Too often we are
quick to take Jesus final word there at Luke 12:48 and equate the “much” in the phrase, From
everyone to whom much has been given, much will be required, with materid and financid
wedth. | do not think that thisiswhat Jesusistaking about. Thisisnot amoney text. Jesusis
talking about spiritud wedth — the overflowing treasure, the a pha.and omega, beginning and
ending, bresking down the gates of hell and desth work that he is doing on behaf of the church
and for the sake of world.

Y es, the pulpit a Columbia Seminary — the one that says under the pew Bible—“That
They May See Jesus’ — isa powerful illustration indeed. For the purpose of the church, the
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purpose of our ministry and our preaching is that the world may see Jesus. We are not asocid
club. We are not adiscussion group. Thisis not aplace to come for usto fed better about our
sdf-destructive habits. No, we are the servants of Christ, and Jesus expects us to serve Him
through the witness of our misson and the veracity of our faith. And this serviceis His gift to

us. Sarviceto HimisHisgift tous. And like every gift that you receive, it is yours to open and
wear for the world to see, or you can leave it under the tree and wonder how beautiful life could
beif you only had the courage to rip open the box and get beyond the admiration of the bow.

If the First Presbyterian Church isto continue to be for Christ in the Heart of Charlotte,
this congregation must continue to open the box labeled Jesus and be serious about its
evangeliam: that word and that practice that makes us squirm in our seets. Right now, most of
you are wondering like Peter, is he talking to me, or everybody se? Well, | am taking to usal.
For the identity of the church must be its witnessto Christ. Now, | am not suggesting that we dll
take on dtreet preaching, but | am saying that if you haven't invited someone to church recently,
if you haven't told someone you' d be praying for them, if you haven't yoursdf goneto abible
study and invited afriend, if you haven’t gotten into a friendly argument about God, or told your
child your faith story in the recent past, then these words of Luke are spegking to you. And if
you do, do dl of those things, then know that they are speaking to you as well — for from you
even more is expected. It'sahard standard. But ajoyful one, for faith in Jesus Chrigt, and
savicein hisnameisadgift of God indeed. A gift that must be shared for the sake of the church
and the sake of world

Findly, there is an old adage that goes something like, “ Shepherds don’t make sheep,
sheep make sheep.” Thisisthe key to church vitdity and church growth. It isthe key to the
future of First Presbyterian Church, Charlotte. And | likeit. | likeit because it sounds like
something that either my rdaivesin LouiSana, or someone in my new congregation in Tarboro,
might say. | dso likeit becauseitistrue. Jesuswasn't just talking to the disciples or just to the
leaders, he was talking to them al, everyone that could hear him and everyone that could listen.
Keeping watch over His church is everyone sjob, and like most jobs, despite its headaches, at its
coreitisaprivilegeto haveit. Itisajoy to be Hiswitness and his servant. The old spiritud
goes, “No sorm can shake my inmost heart, while to the rock I'm clinging. Sincethe Lord isthe
Lord of heaven and earth, how can | keep from singing?’ It isimpossible to keep from singing
once the grace of Christ has claimed our lives. His grace isthe most amazing thing in the world.
Nothing else has ever, nor will ever, come close. And, that, my dear friends, iswhy so very
much is required.
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